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	SEND in my subject area: Computing
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	· Ways of understanding/visualising
· Prior knowledge required
· Working memory
· Ability to make connections
· Recording (DT booklets)
· Cognitive overload/flexibility
	Computer Science
· ‘Unplugged’ activities (practical, hands on)
· Flow charts with steps to success for children to follow – building blocks
· Break down into small, explicit steps
Information Technology:
· Templates to work from – sentence starters, word banks where appropriate
· Unplug, unpack, repack – exploring ideas, making them concrete then applying them
· Allow more thinking time for debugging
· Scaffold with less support to fix issues
· Chunking – smaller steps
· Peer support 
· Coloured overlays where appropriate 
· Practical activities 

	· Following instructions (step by step to complete task)
· Concentration / attention
· Independence
· Difficulties responding to peers/ participating in group/partner work – pragmatic skills
· Recalling instructions, responding to multi-step instructions
· Reluctance to state when finding a task difficult
· Speech difficulties – discussion within group work
· Understanding of key vocabulary

	Computer Science
· : Paired programming – give roles e.g. driver/navigator
· Scaffold - visual instruction cards for coding steps
Information Technology
· Scaffold : sentence starters, labelled icons, word banks, icon banks
· Over learning, persistent repetition of vocabulary and key concepts
· Visual prompts
Digital Literacy
· Social stories linked to similar scenarios for discussion
· Use of own (not shared) technology
· Utilise positive role models & talk partners 
· Maintain familiar routine
· Simple instructions kept in shorter more manageable / chunked activities 
· Reduce unnecessary language
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	· Hearing the teacher
· Seeing the screen/keyboard
· Seeing the board or other resources within the classroom
· Background noise in the classroom
· Hearing during group / paired work/ discussions
· Fine and gross motor skills affecting manipulation of keyboard/screen
· Unexpected/unfamiliar noise from equipment
· Motor skills impacting ability to conduct manual technology tasks– particularly hands on participation, handling equipment
· 
	· Use of touch screen 
· Enlarge text on screen – empower children to ‘zoom’ as appropriate
· Website choice – use simple websites with clear layout
· Avoid websites with pop ups/distractions
· Exploratory tasks to foster deeper conceptual understanding Repeat steps several times where necessary
· Calm environment – ensure background/environmental noise  is at a minimum to support focus. Pre-warn where equipment/software may produce unexpected/new sounds
· Movement breaks/active learning
· Buddy / peer to peer support 
· Predictable routines
· Pencil grips, specific pens / pencil
· Radio aid
	· Emotional regulation
· Confidence (over and under)
· Overwhelm leading to shut down
· Anxiety
· Self-worth/esteem
· Organising thought process
· Motivation / disengagement, avoids working with others 
· Difficulty asking for support
· Attention  - focus / easily distracted
· Physically uncomfortable – shuffling, fidgeting, fiddling with technology

	· Break tasks into manageable chunks
· Clear expectations around set up of laptops etc Explicit expectations linked to pupils needs/relationship with pupil 
· Alternate tasks between unplugged and computer based
· Shared work – discuss language and key vocabulary
· Sensory / movement breaks,  Sensory tools e.g., fidget, ear defenders
· Flexible seating e.g. wobble cushion, resistance band on chair, fidget toy
· Use of PACE, relational approach, opportunities to succeed, emphasise positives (If a child feels they struggle in another subject area, it doesn’t mean it will be the same for DT)
· Reward system, celebrate effort – ensure usual classroom routines and expectations are still applied
· Access to calm area/safe space
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